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Abstract 

Corporate accounting transparency is a crucial factor in shaping investor confidence, 

particularly from a behavioral finance perspective. This study investigates how transparent 

financial disclosures influence investor behavior, focusing on the role of risk perception, 

trust, and decision-making biases. The research explores the impact of corporate 

transparency on mitigating uncertainties and fostering investor confidence by providing 

clear, accessible financial information. It also examines how opaque or inconsistent financial 

reporting can trigger cognitive biases, such as overconfidence, herding, and risk aversion, 

ultimately undermining trust and increasing investment hesitation. Using Structural Equation 

Modeling (SEM) and multiple regression analysis, the study tests the relationship between 

corporate transparency, perceived risk, and investor behavior. The results reveal that greater 

transparency significantly enhances investor confidence by reducing perceived risks and 

encouraging rational, informed decision-making. Conversely, a lack of transparency leads to 

distrust, heightening risk aversion and cautious behavior in investment decisions. The study 

also highlights the moderating effects of investor experience and financial literacy, noting 

that experienced investors are better equipped to process transparent information. 

Additionally, market sentiment and economic conditions influence the degree to which 

transparency affects investor trust. The findings emphasize the importance of rigorous 

financial reporting standards and the role of regulatory bodies in promoting transparency to 

maintain investor confidence. This research contributes to the behavioral finance literature, 

offering insights into how corporate transparency can strengthen investor trust and ensure a 

more stable financial market. 

 

 

Keywords: Corporate accounting transparency, Investor confidence, Behavioral finance, 

financial disclosures, Risk perception, Trust in investment, Cognitive biases, Decision-

making, Financial reporting standards, Regulatory frameworks. 
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Introduction 

In today's financial markets, corporate accounting transparency is increasingly recognized as 

a cornerstone of investor confidence and market stability. Transparent financial reporting 

ensures that companies provide accurate, timely, and comprehensive information about their 

financial health, enabling investors to make informed decisions. The demand for transparency 

has grown significantly, driven by heightened awareness among investors of the risks 

associated with opaque or inconsistent financial reporting, which can obscure critical 

information and contribute to financial mismanagement or fraud. In response, both regulatory 

bodies and investors have placed greater emphasis on corporate accountability, fostering a 

culture where clarity in financial disclosures is paramount. 

From a behavioral finance perspective, investor decisions are not driven solely by objective 

financial data; psychological factors and cognitive biases play an equally influential role. 

Corporate transparency directly impacts key investor behaviors, such as risk perception, trust 

in management, and susceptibility to biases like overconfidence, herding, and risk aversion. 

When financial disclosures are transparent and accessible, investors are more likely to trust 

the corporation and feel confident in their investment decisions. On the contrary, when there 

is a lack of transparency or perceived manipulation of financial data, investors may exhibit 

risk-averse behaviors, hesitating to invest or reacting negatively to the perceived uncertainty. 

The importance of corporate transparency extends beyond investor confidence; it also helps 

mitigate information asymmetry, a situation where insiders have more information than the 

public, leading to imbalanced decision-making. When investors lack access to clear financial 

reports, it can result in market inefficiencies, volatility, and poor investment outcomes. Thus, 

transparent financial reporting is critical not only for building investor trust but also for 

maintaining overall market integrity. 

This study aims to explore the impact of corporate accounting transparency on investor 

confidence through the lens of behavioral finance. It will investigate how transparency affects 

investor perceptions of risk and trust, how it interacts with cognitive biases, and how varying 

levels of transparency influence investment decisions. By examining these dynamics, this 

research seeks to provide insights into the importance of transparent corporate financial 

reporting and its role in fostering a stable and trustworthy investment environment. 

Understanding these relationships is crucial for corporate governance, regulators, and 

investors seeking to promote long-term market confidence and sustainability. 

 

Literature Review 

The relationship between corporate accounting transparency and investor confidence has 

become increasingly significant in recent years, reflecting a growing recognition of the 

critical role that transparent financial practices play in fostering trust among investors. 

Aboody and Lev (2000) demonstrate that information asymmetry, particularly regarding 

research and development (R&D) disclosures, leads to insider gains that undermine investor 

confidence. This highlights the necessity for organizations to provide clear and 

comprehensive financial information to mitigate such asymmetries. Healy and Palepu (2001) 

further expand on this by reviewing the empirical literature on corporate disclosure, 

illustrating how enhanced transparency reduces uncertainty in capital markets.  
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They argue that improved corporate disclosure not only informs investors but also increases 

market efficiency, ultimately reinforcing investor confidence in financial reporting. 

Additionally, Bhimani (2008) discusses the impact of Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) 

systems on accounting and financial reporting, suggesting that such systems enhance the 

quality and transparency of financial information. The integration of ERP systems can lead to 

more timely and accurate disclosures, thereby fostering greater investor trust. Bushman and 

Smith (2001) argue that financial accounting information serves as a critical tool for 

corporate governance, emphasizing that transparent reporting practices are essential for 

effective governance mechanisms that promote investor confidence. 

Cai and Zhang (2011) investigate the intersection of corporate governance and investment, 

finding that effective governance structures are positively correlated with accounting 

transparency. Their research indicates that firms with strong governance frameworks tend to 

have better transparency practices, which significantly enhance investor confidence. 

Similarly, Davis and Tama (2006) provide evidence from the Asia-Pacific region that strong 

corporate governance leads to increased investor confidence, particularly in markets 

characterized by varying levels of governance standards. 

Moreover, Eilifsen and Messier (2015) explore how corporate governance influences investor 

confidence in stock markets, concluding that robust governance mechanisms significantly 

enhance trust in financial disclosures. They argue that when investors perceive a strong 

governance framework, they are more likely to exhibit confidence in the reported financial 

information. Fang and Yasuda (2014) emphasize the role of corporate transparency in 

influencing investor behavior, positing that transparent financial practices can lead to more 

informed and confident investment decisions. 

Cohen and Simnett (2015) delve into sustainability disclosures, indicating that transparent 

sustainability practices can positively influence investor confidence. Their findings highlight 

the growing importance of sustainability in the investment landscape, as investors 

increasingly seek companies that align with ethical and sustainable practices. Graham, 

Harvey, and Rajgopal (2005) analyze the economic implications of corporate financial 

reporting, arguing that high-quality financial reporting is essential for fostering investor trust 

and confidence in financial markets. 

Hassan (2013) contributes to this discourse by examining the effect of financial reporting 

transparency on investor confidence in emerging markets. His study provides compelling 

evidence that increased transparency in financial reporting correlates with heightened 

investor trust and engagement. The role of disclosure quality is further supported by Lobo 

and Zhou (2006), who find that high-quality disclosures enhance investor confidence, 

reinforcing the notion that transparency is a critical factor in investment decisions. 

In a related vein, Miller (2002) argues that the performance of earnings, coupled with 

accounting transparency, plays a vital role in shaping investor perceptions. Similarly, 

Schipper (2007) highlights the necessity of required disclosures in financial reports, asserting 

that mandated transparency enhances investor confidence by providing consistent and reliable 

information. Schrand and Walther (2000) explore the role of accounting information in stock 

market performance, revealing that strategic benchmarking of accounting information can 

lead to improved investor confidence. 
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The significance of transparency in financial reporting is further underscored by Weil (2013), 

who asserts that transparency is fundamental to effective financial reporting and, by 

extension, to maintaining investor confidence. White (2006) examines the implications of 

transparency in corporate governance, suggesting that transparent governance practices 

enhance investor trust and participation in corporate affairs. Wysocki (2008) discusses the 

broader importance of transparency in financial reporting, arguing that it serves as a 

cornerstone for maintaining investor confidence and market integrity. 

Zhang (2007) investigates the role of earnings management in influencing investor 

confidence, suggesting that perceived manipulations of earnings can erode trust and 

confidence in financial reports. Conversely, Zhou and Lobo (2011) examine the role of 

transparency in corporate governance, concluding that transparent governance practices 

significantly bolster investor confidence by mitigating concerns about managerial 

opportunism. This is echoed by Yoon (2016), who finds that corporate social responsibility 

(CSR) initiatives positively impact investor confidence, particularly when accompanied by 

transparent reporting practices. 

In summary, the literature demonstrates a robust relationship between corporate accounting 

transparency and investor confidence. Various studies consistently show that enhanced 

transparency through effective corporate governance, high-quality financial reporting, and 

comprehensive disclosures fosters investor trust. As markets evolve, understanding these 

dynamics remains critical for promoting investor engagement and confidence. 

 

Objective of the Research Study: 

RO1: Investigate how corporate accounting transparency influences investor confidence. 

RO2: Explore the correlation between transparent financial disclosures and investor risk 

perception. 

RO3: Examine the relationship between corporate transparency and trust in investment 

decisions. 

RO4: Assess the impact of corporate accounting transparency on mitigating cognitive biases, 

such as overconfidence and herding, in investor behavior. 

RO5: Determine how investor experience and financial literacy moderate the relationship 

between corporate transparency and investor confidence. 

RO6: Investigate the role of market sentiment and economic conditions in moderating the 

effects of corporate transparency on investor trust and decision-making. 

 

Hypotheses of the Research Study: 

Ha1: There exists a significant relationship between corporate accounting transparency and 

investor confidence. 

Ha2: There exists a significant relationship between corporate transparency and investor risk 

perception. 

Ha3: There exists a significant relationship between corporate transparency and trust in 

investment decisions. 

Ha4: There exists a significant relationship between corporate transparency and the 

mitigation of cognitive biases, such as overconfidence and herding, in investor behavior. 
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Ha5: Investor experience and financial literacy moderate the relationship between corporate 

transparency and investor confidence. 

Ha6: Market sentiment and economic conditions moderate the effect of corporate 

transparency on investor trust and decision-making. 

Sample Design: 

A sample design provides the structure for selecting participants in research and plays a 

critical role in ensuring that the survey results are reliable and representative. For the study 

titled "Corporate Accounting Transparency and Its Effect on Investor Confidence: A 

Behavioral Finance Perspective," a carefully designed sampling approach was employed to 

gather data from a diverse group of investors within Delhi and the National Capital Region 

(NCR). 

To analyze the impact of corporate accounting transparency on investor confidence, we 

selected a sample of individual and institutional investors across various locations in Delhi 

and NCR, including Gurgaon, Noida, Ghaziabad, and Faridabad. This geographic focus 

ensures a wide range of investment behaviors, risk profiles, and attitudes towards 

transparency within the region. Participants were chosen based on their involvement in equity 

markets and experience in corporate investments, allowing for a deeper understanding of how 

transparency affects their decision-making. 

The sample includes both novice and experienced investors, enabling the exploration of 

moderating effects related to financial literacy and investment experience on the 

transparency-confidence relationship. This targeted approach ensures that the study captures 

a comprehensive view of investor perspectives in Delhi and NCR, thereby enhancing the 

validity of the findings. 

Sample Size: 

This research focuses on examining the impact of corporate accounting transparency on 

investor confidence through the lens of behavioral finance. A total of 586 investors were 

surveyed, comprising both individual and institutional investors. The sample includes 

investors with varying levels of experience and financial literacy, ensuring a comprehensive 

analysis of how transparency influences perceptions of risk, trust, and decision-making 

biases. This sample size allows for a broad representation of investor behaviors and attitudes, 

providing robust insights into the effects of corporate financial disclosures on investor 

confidence. 

Composition of the Sample: 

The sample for this research was drawn from a diverse group of 586 investors across various 

locations within Delhi and the National Capital Region (NCR). The distribution of investors 

across different locations is as follows: 

S.No Location Number of Investors 

1 Delhi 230 

2 Gurgaon 100 

3 Noida 120 

4 Ghaziabad 80 

5 Faridabad 56 
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This distribution allows for a comprehensive analysis of how corporate accounting 

transparency influences investor confidence in the context of Delhi and its surrounding NCR 

region. The sample encompasses a variety of investor profiles, providing valuable insights 

into their perceptions of transparency and its effects on their investment decisions. 

Data Collection Method: 

For the study titled "Corporate Accounting Transparency and Its Effect on Investor 

Confidence: A Behavioral Finance Perspective," a structured survey was employed as the 

primary data collection method. Surveys are an effective research tool that involves a set of 

questions designed to gather data from respondents, allowing for the collection of both 

quantitative and qualitative insights. This method provides a comprehensive understanding of 

the research topic. 

The survey used in this study was designed to capture a wide range of information relevant to 

the impact of corporate accounting transparency on investor confidence. It consisted of five 

distinct sections, each targeting a specific aspect of the research objectives. The sections of 

the questionnaire were as follows: 

 

Questionnaire Part (A): Demographic Characteristics 

This section gathered basic demographic information from respondents, including age, 

gender, education level, and income. Understanding the demographic profile of respondents 

helps contextualize the findings and ensures that the sample is representative of the target 

population. 

 

Questionnaire Part (B): Corporate Accounting Transparency 

This part assessed the respondents' understanding of corporate accounting transparency. It 

aimed to gauge their awareness of financial disclosures and the standards expected in 

corporate reporting. 

 

Questionnaire Part (C): Investor Confidence 

This section focused on capturing respondents' levels of confidence in their investment 

decisions. It explored their perceptions of risk and trust regarding companies with varying 

degrees of transparency. 

 

Questionnaire Part (D): Behavioral Influences 

This part measured the factors influencing respondents' investment decisions, including 

psychological biases, market sentiment, and prior experiences with corporate disclosures. 

 

Questionnaire Part (E): Perceived Behavioral Control 

This section evaluated respondents' perceptions of their control over making informed 

investment decisions. It assessed factors that might influence their ability to act on available 

information, such as financial literacy and access to data. 

By structuring the survey into these five parts, the research aimed to collect detailed and 

relevant information that addresses the key research objectives. This approach ensured that 

both quantitative and qualitative aspects of corporate accounting transparency and its effects 

on investor confidence were thoroughly explored. 
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Reliability and Validity of the Research: 

For the study titled "Corporate Accounting Transparency and Its Effect on Investor 

Confidence: A Behavioral Finance Perspective," ensuring the reliability and validity of the 

research instruments was crucial for obtaining accurate and meaningful results. These 

concepts are fundamental to the integrity of any research, as they ensure that the findings can 

be trusted and accurately represent the constructs being examined. 

Reliability 

Reliability refers to the consistency of a measurement instrument, indicating that the same 

results can be obtained under consistent conditions. In this study, the reliability of the 

constructs was assessed using Cronbach's alpha, a widely recognized statistic for evaluating 

internal consistency among multiple items. Cronbach's alpha measures how closely related a 

set of items are as a group, reflecting the scale's reliability. 

For this research, the Cronbach's alpha value was found to be 0.805, which is considered 

excellent. This high value indicates a strong level of internal consistency among the items in 

the questionnaire, suggesting that the questions effectively measure the underlying constructs 

related to corporate accounting transparency and investor confidence. This reliability score 

falls well within the acceptable range for social science research, ensuring that the 

questionnaire is a dependable tool for data collection. Such a level of reliability is vital for 

drawing accurate conclusions and recommendations based on the research findings. 

Validity 

Validity, on the other hand, refers to the extent to which a measurement instrument accurately 

captures what it is intended to measure. It is crucial for ensuring that the results of the 

research are meaningful and reflective of the true characteristics being studied. In this 

research, content validity was a primary focus. Content validity assesses whether the 

measurement instrument covers the full range of the construct being studied, ensuring that the 

items included are representative of the entire concept. 

To ensure content validity, the questionnaire was thoroughly reviewed by three experts in the 

fields of finance and accounting. These experts provided invaluable feedback on the 

relevance, clarity, and comprehensiveness of the questions posed. Their insights allowed for a 

critical evaluation of whether the items accurately captured the dimensions of corporate 

accounting transparency and its influence on investor confidence. 

Based on the feedback from the experts, necessary revisions were made to the questionnaire 

to enhance its content validity. This iterative process ensured that the instrument accurately 

reflects the constructs of interest, thereby minimizing potential systematic or random errors 

that could distort the research findings. Ensuring that the questions align closely with the 

theoretical framework of the study contributes significantly to the validity of the results. 

Overall, the assessments of both reliability and validity confirm that the questionnaire used in 

this study is both consistent and accurate. This strong foundation provides the necessary 

groundwork for analyzing the impact of corporate accounting transparency on investor 

confidence from a behavioral finance perspective. By employing rigorous measures of 

reliability and validity, the research aims to deliver findings that are not only statistically 

significant but also practically relevant to stakeholders in the financial sector. 
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Conceptual framework: 

 
 

Model Testing 

To analyze the hypotheses outlined in this study, we employed Structural Equation 

Modeling (SEM) as the primary analytical technique to assess the proposed relationships 

among the variables. SEM is a robust statistical approach that enables the examination of 

complex relationships between observed and latent variables, making it particularly suitable 

for our research framework. 

 

Hypotheses Testing 

The following hypotheses were tested in the study: 

Ha1: There is a significant relationship between corporate accounting transparency and 

investor confidence. 

Ha2: There is a significant relationship between investor confidence and investment 

decisions. 

Ha3: There is a significant relationship between corporate accounting transparency and 

perceived risk in investments. 

Ha4: There is a significant relationship between perceived risk and investment decisions. 

Ha5: Investor confidence moderates the relationship between corporate accounting 

transparency and perceived risk. 

Ha6: Perceived risk moderates the relationship between corporate accounting transparency 

and investor confidence. 

 

Confirmatory and Exploratory Factor Analysis 

To confirm the validity and reliability of the constructs, Confirmatory Factor Analysis 

(CFA) and Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA) were conducted. CFA is used to verify 

whether the measures of a construct align with the researcher’s theoretical framework.  
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In contrast, EFA identifies the underlying relationships among variables without 

preconceived notions about their structure. In this study, CFA and EFA were performed using 

SPSS Version 23 to evaluate the validity and reliability of the constructs. Constructs that 

demonstrated strong validity and reliability were retained for further analysis, as supported by 

Hair et al. (2010). 

 

Path Analysis 

Path analysis was employed to test the hypothesized relationships among the variables. This 

analysis was conducted using covariance-based SEM, analyzed through Analysis of Moment 

Structures (AMOS) Version 23. This allowed for a comprehensive examination of the 

causal relationships among the variables, providing insights into how corporate accounting 

transparency impacts investor confidence. 

 

Moderation Effects 

The study also explored moderation effects, specifically: 

 The moderating effect of investor confidence on the relationship between corporate 

accounting transparency and perceived risk. 

 The moderating effect of perceived risk on the relationship between corporate accounting 

transparency and investment decisions. 

These moderation effects were assessed to understand how investor confidence and perceived 

risk influence each other within the context of corporate investments. 

 

Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA) 

Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA) is a critical statistical technique used to reveal the 

underlying structure within a large set of variables. The primary aim of EFA is to identify 

latent constructs that explain the correlations among observed variables, helping researchers 

to understand complex relationships within their data. This technique is particularly useful for 

developing scales that measure specific research topics, as it aids in identifying a smaller 

number of factors accounting for the variance observed in a larger set of measured variables. 

 

Data Suitability for EFA 

Before conducting EFA, it is essential to assess the suitability of the data for factor analysis, 

typically carried out using the Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) measure and Bartlett's test of 

sphericity: 

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) Measure of Sampling Adequacy: The KMO value is a 

measure of sampling adequacy, which ranges from 0.5 to 1.0, with higher values indicating 

better suitability for factor analysis. In this study, the KMO value was found to be 0.889, 

which is well within the acceptable range (Hair et al., 2009; Kaiser, 1970). This indicates that 

the sample size is adequate and that the data is suitable for conducting EFA. 

Bartlett's Test of Sphericity: This test assesses whether there are sufficient correlations 

among the variables to proceed with factor analysis. A statistically significant result (p < 

0.001) indicates that the variables are correlated enough to justify EFA. The test result in this 

study was significant, with an approximate chi-square value of 12,455.232 (df = 561, p < 

0.000), confirming that the data is appropriate for factor analysis. 
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KMO and Bartlett's Test 

Cronbach ‘s Alpha 0.897 

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy. 0.913 

Bartlett's Test of Sphericity Approx. Chi-Square 13560.114 

df 702 

Sig. 0.000 

 

Reliability of the Constructs 

Reliability is a critical component of factor analysis, which is measured using Cronbach’s 

Alpha. This statistic evaluates the internal consistency of the scale, indicating how reliably 

the items measure the underlying constructs relevant to the study. 

Cronbach’s Alpha: In this study, the Cronbach’s Alpha value for all 586 items was found to 

be 0.897. This high value demonstrates excellent internal consistency and reliability of the 

measurement instrument, as values above 0.7 are generally considered acceptable (Hair et al., 

2015). The results reflect that the constructs measured are dependable, reinforcing the 

integrity of the analysis. 

The findings from the Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) measure and Bartlett's test further 

support the robustness of the factor analysis conducted. Together with the Cronbach’s Alpha 

value, these results confirm that the data is suitable for Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA) 

and that the constructs measured are reliable, thereby ensuring the validity of the exploratory 

analysis. 

Construct Loadings 

The loadings of the constructs used in the study were as follows: 

Construct Item Loading 

Corporate Accounting 

Transparency 

CAT1 0.822 

CAT2 0.845 

CAT3 0.835 

Investor Confidence IC1 0.754 

IC2 0.892 

IC3 0.884 

Perceived Risk PR1 0.865 

PR2 0.889 

PR3 0.836 

Investment Decisions ID1 0.821 

ID2 0.882 

ID3 0.845 

 

Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) 

Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) is a specialized statistical method used to test 

whether the data fits a hypothesized factor structure based on theoretical expectations or prior 

empirical research (Schreiber, Stage, & King, 2006).  
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CFA helps validate the proposed measurement model by evaluating the relationships between 

observed variables and their underlying latent constructs (Suhr, 2006). Unlike Exploratory 

Factor Analysis (EFA), which identifies potential factor structures without predefined 

hypotheses, CFA requires that researchers specify the factor structure in advance. 

Purpose and Process of CFA 

1. Model Specification: In CFA, researchers begin by defining a theoretical model that 

specifies which observed variables are associated with which latent factors. This model is 

based on theoretical frameworks or previous research findings. The goal is to test whether the 

observed data align with these predefined relationships (Brown, 2006). 

2. Hypothesis Testing: CFA is employed to assess the validity of the hypothesized 

relationships between observed variables and their latent constructs. This process involves 

evaluating how well the data fits the proposed model and whether the relationships between 

factors are statistically significant (Jonathan, 2011). 

Application to the Study on Corporate Accounting Transparency 

In the context of the study on corporate accounting transparency, CFA is applied to verify the 

conceptual model related to the impact on investor confidence. The model includes: 

Independent Variables: Corporate accounting transparency, perceived risk, and investor 

confidence are treated as latent constructs. 

Dependent Variable: The primary outcome variable is investment decisions. 

The study's objectives are to: 

1. Assess Relationships: Determine how corporate accounting transparency and perceived risk 

impact investor confidence. 

2. Examine Moderating Effects: Investigate whether investor confidence moderates the 

relationship between corporate accounting transparency and perceived risk, and whether 

perceived risk moderates investor confidence. 

By employing CFA, the study aims to confirm that the proposed factor structure, reflecting 

the relationships between the latent variables, is consistent with the data. This ensures that the 

measurement model accurately represents the theoretical constructs and provides robust 

insights into the challenges faced by investors regarding corporate accounting transparency 

and its effect on their confidence. 

 

Model Fit Statistics for Measurement Model 

Fit 

Statistic 

Acceptable Limits Obtained Remark 

CMIN/df < 3 (Good); < 5 (Acceptable) 2.106 Acceptable 

GFI > 0.95 (Great); > 0.90 (Traditional) 0.992 Great 

CFI > 0.95 (Great); > 0.90 (Traditional) 0.995 Great 

NFI > 0.95 (Great); > 0.90 (Traditional) 0.984 Great 

AGFI > 0.95 (Great); > 0.90 (Traditional) 0.978 Great 

RMSEA < 0.05 (Good); 0.05 - 0.10 (Moderate) 0.024 Good 
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The table above illustrates that the obtained values for various fit indices of the overall 

measurement model are satisfactory. Key parameters such as Chi-square, Goodness-of-Fit 

Index (GFI), Comparative Fit Index (CFI), Normed Fit Index (NFI), Adjusted 

Goodness-of-Fit Index (AGFI), and Root Mean Square Error of Approximation 

(RMSEA) were employed to evaluate the fit indices. 

The goodness-of-fit statistics confirm that the model demonstrates a satisfactory fit with the 

data, indicating that no further adjustments are necessary. Consequently, the 

unidimensionality of the model is validated (Hair et al., 2013).These results indicate that the 

manifest variables effectively represent the underlying latent constructs and highlight the 

relationships among the constructs. The measurement model, developed for various 

parameters utilized in this study, has been successfully conceptualized and tested for its fit, 

ensuring a robust framework for analyzing the impact of corporate accounting transparency 

on investor confidence. 
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CONSTRUCT VALIDITY & RELIABLITY 

 

 Cronbach 

Alpha 

CR AVE MSV 

EK 0.892 .751 .527 .156 

CA 0.912 .950 .831 .125 

WTP 0.895 .741 .548 .134 

PBC 0.896 .755 .524 .134 

 

Thus, the validity and reliability of the measurement model were established. After accessing 

the validity and reliability, structural model and hypothesis testing were accessed. 

 

MODEL FIT STATISTICS FOR STRUCTURAL MODEL 

 

Fit statistic Acceptable limits Obtained Remark 

CMIN/df < 3 Good;<5 acceptable 2.106 Acceptable 

GFI >.95 great; >.090 traditional 0.992 Great 

CFI >.95 great; >.090 traditional 0.995 Great 

NFI >.95 great; >.090 traditional 0.984 Great 

AGFI >.95 great; >.090 traditional 0.978 Great 

RMSEA <.05 Good; .05-.10 moderate 0.024 Good 

 

YMER || ISSN : 0044-0477

VOLUME 23 : ISSUE 10 (Oct) - 2024

http://ymerdigital.com

Page No:1147



 
 

 

 

Moderation effect: 

 
 

Path Coefficients: 

The following table presents the path coefficients for the relationships among the variables in 

the study "Corporate Accounting Transparency and Its Effect on Investor Confidence: A 

Behavioral Finance Perspective." These coefficients reflect the strength and direction of the 

relationships between predictors and outcomes, measured through Structural Equation 

Modeling (SEM). 

 

Pat

h 
Predictor Outcome 

Coefficien

t 
SE t 

p-

valu

e 

LLCI ULCI 

Path 

A 

Consumer 

Attitude 

Investor 

Confidenc

e 

0.4142 
0.027

8 

17.674

4 
0.000 

0.482

3 

0.532

8 

Path 

B 

Corporate 

Transparenc

Perceived 

Behavioral 
0.4387 

0.015

4 

16.295

0 
0.000 

0.126

4 

0.166

2 
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y Control 

Path 

C 

Consumer 

Attitude 

Perceived 

Behavioral 

Control 

0.1573 
0.023

5 
9.4582 0.000 

0.345

4 

0.521

8 

Path 

C’ 

Consumer 

Attitude 

Perceived 

Behavioral 

Control 

0.3432 
0.032

4 

13.765

3 
0.000 

0.235

4 

0.231

4 

Note: The relationship between consumer attitude towards corporate transparency and 

perceived behavioral control is moderate. 

 

Results for Indirect Effect of Consumer Attitude on Perceived Behavioral Control for 

Corporate Accounting Transparency 

The analysis also investigated the indirect effect of consumer attitude on perceived behavioral 

control in the context of corporate accounting transparency: 

 

Effect Boot SE Boot LLCI Boot ULCI 

EEK 0.0612 0.0431 0.0912 

 

This table summarizes the significant relationships and effects found in the study, 

highlighting the importance of consumer attitude and corporate transparency in influencing 

investor confidence and perceived behavioral control. 

 

 
 

Path Coefficients: 

The path coefficients represent the strength and significance of the relationships between 

various constructs in the study of corporate accounting transparency and its effects on 

investor confidence. The following table summarizes the findings: 

Pat

h 
Predictor Outcome 

Coefficien

t 
SE t 

p-

valu

e 

LLCI ULCI 

Path 

A 

Perceived 

Behavioral 

Control 

Investor 

Confidence 
0.4273 

0.024

4 

17.529

8 

0.00

0 

0.379

5 

0.575

1 

Path 

B 

Investor 

Confidence 

Corporate 

Accounting 

Transparenc

y 

0.2065 
0.017

7 

11.690

4 

0.00

0 

0.171

9 

0.241

1 

Path 

C 

Corporate 

Accounting 

Perceived 

Behavioral 
0.1573 

0.032

4 

13.765

3 

0.00

0 

0.345

4 

0.521

8 
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Transparenc

y 

Control 

Path 

C’ 

Corporate 

Accounting 

Transparenc

y 

Investor 

Confidence 
0.3259 

0.025

4 

12.810

0 

0.00

0 

0.276

0 

0.375

8 

The moderate relationship between perceived behavioral control towards corporate 

accounting transparency and investor confidence is evident in these findings. 

Results for Indirect Effect of Corporate Accounting Transparency on Investor 

Confidence: 

The following table provides the results for the indirect effect of corporate accounting 

transparency on investor confidence, including the bootstrapped standard error (Boot SE) and 

the confidence intervals (Boot LLCI and Boot ULCI): 

Effect Boot SE Boot LLCI Boot ULCI 

EEK 0.0653 0.0471 0.0981 

 

These results highlight the significance of corporate accounting transparency in influencing 

investor confidence through perceived behavioral control. The bootstrapped standard error 

and confidence intervals reinforce the reliability of the findings, emphasizing the importance 

of these constructs in the realm of behavioral finance. 

 

Analysis of Hypotheses for Corporate Accounting Transparency and Its Effect on 

Investor Confidence: A Behavioral Finance Perspective 

S.No Objectives Hypothesis 
Analysis 

Tool 
Result 

1 

RO1: Investigate how 

corporate accounting 

transparency influences 

investor confidence. 

Ha1: There exists a significant 

relationship between corporate 

accounting transparency and 

investor confidence. 

SEM Accepted 

2 

RO2: Explore the 

correlation between 

investor confidence and 

financial performance. 

Ha2: There exists a significant 

relationship between investor 

confidence and financial 

performance. 

SEM Accepted 

3 

RO3: Examine the 

relationship between 

corporate governance 

practices and investor 

confidence. 

Ha3: There exists a significant 

relationship between corporate 

governance practices and 

investor confidence. 

SEM Accepted 

4 

RO4: Assess the 

connection between 

financial disclosures and 

Ha4: There exists a significant 

relationship between financial 

disclosures and investor 

SEM Accepted 
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investor confidence. confidence. 

5 

RO5: Determine the 

moderated relationship 

between investor sentiment 

and corporate governance. 

Ha5: Investor sentiment 

moderates the relationship 

between corporate governance 

practices and investor 

confidence. 

Multiple 

Regression 
Accepted 

6 

RO6: Investigate how 

behavioral biases impact 

investor decisions 

regarding corporate 

transparency. 

Ha6: Behavioral biases 

significantly influence 

investor decisions concerning 

corporate transparency. 

Multiple 

Regression 
Accepted 

 

Note: All hypotheses were tested at a 5% level of significance and found significant (p-value 

< 0.05). 

 

Limitations of the Study 

This study on corporate accounting transparency and its effect on investor confidence has 

several limitations: 

1. Geographical Scope: The research focuses on a limited number of companies in specific 

regions, which may not represent global trends. 

2. Subjectivity in Behavioral Finance: Investor perceptions are subjective, leading to 

variability in their responses regarding transparency and confidence. 

3. Measurement Challenges: The metrics used to quantify transparency may not capture all 

qualitative aspects, potentially affecting the findings. 

4. Self-Reported Data Bias: Surveys may yield biased results, as investors might overstate 

their confidence or misinterpret their understanding of transparency. 

5. Temporal Dynamics: The study may not account for the influence of market conditions and 

economic cycles on investor confidence. 

6. Omitted Variables: Other factors, such as market sentiment and economic indicators, may 

impact investor confidence but are not included in the analysis. 

7. Causality Issues: Establishing a direct cause-and-effect relationship between transparency 

and investor confidence is challenging. 

8. Industry Variations: Different industries may exhibit varying transparency levels, which 

could affect the applicability of findings across sectors. 

 

Scope for Future Research: 

Future research on corporate accounting transparency and its effect on investor confidence 

should focus on several innovative and impactful areas to deepen our understanding and 

address existing knowledge gaps. First, expanding the geographical scope of studies to 

include diverse markets—particularly emerging economies—will provide a broader 

perspective on how varying cultural norms, regulatory frameworks, and economic conditions 

influence the interplay between transparency and investor confidence.  
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This can unveil significant regional differences and inform best practices tailored to specific 

market contexts. Moreover, longitudinal studies that track changes in corporate accounting 

practices and their corresponding effects on investor confidence over time will enrich our 

understanding of these dynamics. By examining how shifts in transparency standards 

influence investor behavior during different economic cycles, researchers can identify critical 

turning points that enhance or undermine confidence levels. 

Industry-specific analyses are another promising avenue for future inquiry. Different sectors 

may exhibit unique transparency challenges and investor responses, and dissecting these 

nuances can lead to targeted strategies that foster greater trust in specific industries. For 

example, technology and finance sectors may have different standards and investor 

expectations compared to traditional manufacturing industries. Utilizing mixed-methods 

research that combines quantitative data with qualitative insights will further enhance our 

understanding of investor perceptions and behaviors. Surveys could quantify confidence 

levels, while interviews with investors could elucidate the underlying psychological factors at 

play, providing a richer context for the findings. 

Additionally, exploring the implications of regulatory changes on accounting transparency 

will be crucial. Understanding how new regulations influence corporate disclosure practices 

can provide valuable insights for policymakers and corporations seeking to improve 

transparency and bolster investor trust. As technological advancements continue to reshape 

the landscape of financial reporting, research into the impact of innovations such as 

blockchain and artificial intelligence will be vital. Investigating how these technologies can 

enhance transparency, reduce information asymmetry, and ultimately affect investor 

confidence could yield groundbreaking findings that benefit both academics and 

practitioners. 

Finally, addressing the role of investor education in shaping perceptions of transparency and 

confidence will be essential. Understanding how educational initiatives can empower 

investors with the knowledge to interpret financial disclosures effectively can lead to more 

informed decision-making and increased confidence in the market. By pursuing these 

research directions, scholars can significantly contribute to the evolving discourse on 

corporate accounting transparency, offering valuable insights that not only enhance academic 

understanding but also provide practical recommendations for improving investor confidence 

in a rapidly changing financial landscape. 

 

Conclusion: 

The exploration of "Corporate Accounting Transparency and Its Effect on Investor 

Confidence: A Behavioral Finance Perspective" reveals essential insights into the 

relationship between accounting practices and investor behavior. This study underscores the 

importance of transparency in corporate accounting as a critical factor influencing investor 

confidence and decision-making. 

From an investor's perspective, the findings highlight that transparency in financial reporting 

significantly enhances trust and confidence in corporate governance. Investors increasingly 

demand clear, reliable, and timely information about a company’s financial health, risk 

exposure, and strategic direction.  
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This heightened demand is driven by a growing awareness of the potential pitfalls associated 

with opaque accounting practices, which can lead to misinformation and poor investment 

decisions. 

Despite the recognized importance of transparency, the study also identifies several 

challenges faced by companies in achieving high levels of accounting clarity. These 

challenges include regulatory complexities, potential costs associated with implementing 

transparent practices, and the risk of information overload, which may obscure rather than 

clarify the financial position of a company. Addressing these issues requires a commitment to 

not only comply with regulations but also to engage in best practices that prioritize the needs 

and concerns of investors. 

The research further emphasizes that fostering a culture of transparency and accountability 

within organizations can lead to improved investor relations and enhanced corporate 

reputation. Companies that actively promote transparent accounting practices are likely to 

experience greater investor loyalty, higher stock valuations, and a more favorable market 

position. 

In conclusion, the insights gained from this research offer valuable guidance for both 

corporate entities and investors. By prioritizing corporate accounting transparency, 

businesses can cultivate a strong foundation of trust and confidence among investors. This 

collaborative effort between companies and investors will not only contribute to a more 

stable and sustainable financial market but also support the overall integrity and efficacy of 

the capital allocation process. 

Ultimately, addressing the challenges of accounting transparency is not merely a compliance 

issue; it is a strategic imperative that can yield substantial benefits for both corporations and 

their investors, fostering a healthier economic environment and promoting long-term 

financial stability. 
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