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Abstract 

 Chetan Bhagat is a distinguished writer among the postmodern writers. He is well-

known almost to every the youth in India. He is the one who gained such a great fame with 

his nine fictions and three non-fictions by focussing the present issues that challenges the 

youth sector. In his debutant novel Five Point Someone, he has presented some important 

social issues of this postmodern era. Beyond, depicting youth, youth’s problems, Bhagat has 

thrown light on the darker side of IIT, like the difficulties faced by the middle class youth to 

secure a seat, how the fresher students were tortured mentally and physically and especially, 

the inner struggle as they manage to incline in the present education system. He exposed the 

current state of mind of the parents to ruin the happiness and goal of their children by impose 

their dreams. 
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1. Post Modern Literature: 

Indian English Literature has developed to the great extent, with the rise of Post 

Modernism in the life of people, society and literature. It is to be said that both modernism 

and post-modernism have had broken from the 19th century realism. Post-modern literature is 

a direct reaction towards the modernist literature. During the time of World War II, the World 

itself has changed drastically. The consequences of this War had its deep root in society, 

politics, culture, traditions, and customs so on. These radical changes have been reflecting in 

the writings of different writers of Indian English Literature.  

Postmodern literature of India is Literature written after 1980. There are numerous 

writers like Raja Rao, Salman Rushdie, Anita Desai, Arundhati Roy, Khushwant Singh, 

Vikram Seth, Bharati Mukherjee and Samir Roy Choudhary.  These writers have contributed 

such a versatile post modern things in their literary works. Among them Chetan Bhagat has 

enjoyed his name as Postmodernist in Indian English literature especially in fiction 

category. He might be the one open the Gateway for the new movement of postmodern 

Indian English literature. However his works are having harsh realities of human life and he 

presents simply with his sense of humor. According to Chetan Bhagat the purpose of 

postmodern literature is to reflect the society and answer his fictions revolutionized the 

society and he is the real writer of postmodern English literature. Especially in this paper I 

tend to expose Chetan Bhagat as a perfect postmodernist in this age. 

 

2. Chetan Bhagat, a Postmodernist: 

 Among the numerous authors of English literature, Chetan Bhagat is one of the most 

outstanding and the rising star in the contemporary modern Indian society. He has given 

some of the chartbuster novels and fiction to the World of literature. His novels create such a 

great revolution in the field of book market and among his versatile readers. Besides this, he 

is a well-known columnist in some of the leading newspapers, in which he used to delivering 

lots and lots of lectures to motivate the students and public speeches. He is also writing few 

screenplays for the Bollywood.  

For this, he is being considered as such a multi-talented personality. His most of the 

novels were best sellers, since they have been directed by the successful directors like, 

Rajkumar Hirani, Abishek Kapoor. Till date Chetan Bhagat has delivered nine fictions and 

three non-fictions with the might of his pen to the world of Indian English literature. 

Whenever Bhagat has produced a new fiction or non-fiction, he concern for the problems that 

are faced by the common youth sector in our Indian society. Many academicians and Critics 

have remarked that Bhagat work or nearly parables of Christ as is fiction or nonfiction put 

forth the moral messages and divine guidance.  

As a postmodernist in his works, he clearly highlighted the success and failures of the 

young generation in the present postmodern era. Today many people have not like for reading 

the novels on the cost may be the use of too hi-fi language by the writers when they produce 

a literary work. Bhagat’s writings are very simple and the grammar that he used in his stories 

can be easily understood. Bhagat writes novels for the middle class Indian rather than to the 

international readers. This is the secret behind the reach of his novels among the middle class 

people in India. Bhagat is an influential personality especially in the Indian fiction world. 
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3. Postmodern Issues: Five Point Someone 

Five Point Someone is the debutant novel of Chetan Bhagat in his writing career. The 

story of this novel revolves around the three IIT friends. Some people say that this fiction is 

his autobiography. Though this fiction is not at all his complete autobiography, one can say it 

as semi-autobiographical book. Through this novel Chetan Bhagat has clearly expressed the 

problems regarding friendship love and grade system faced by the three friends in their four 

years in IIT. He has tries to deliver an insecure state of IIT students and their fear towards 

their degree in the top institution of India. Sahagal comments the views of Bhagat on the 

utmost lives of the students in IIT as, “Although the writing can be quite jarring and clumsy-

this, however, could be intentional in an effort to create a narrative of authentic colloquial 

speech.” (Sahagal, 2004, Web)  

 
3.1 Studies at Prestigious Institution  

The novels of Bhagat always portrait the social issues of the postmodern era. In Five 

Point Someone, he portrayed the sufferings of the young generation faced in IITs in 

India. Through the characters Hari Kumar, Alok Gupta and Ryan Oberai, Bhagat has 

explained the sinister side of the IIT and clearly spot the light on the present polluted 

educational system of India. Bhagat has showed the way that the IIT students get struggled to 

overcome their hurdles and obstructions in their educational life. In the very beginning of the 

novel, Hari observed that lot of people tried to get admitted in IIT every year but numerous 

students have failed in their entrance examination of IIT, “Half the trees are felled to make  

up to IIT entrance guide most of them are crab but they might help you  more than this.”  

(FPS 14) 

However toughest thing it is to enter into IIT, these three friends have done it. But in 

this postmodern era, it is not that much easy to survive in it. Even though one tried hard to 

enter into it, Hari says, “…rather objectively that one has to work very, very hard during 

school days, ‘disappear behind a pile of books’; to get success’ Hari’s ‘last two years in 

school were ‘living hell’. He gives advice to the future aspirants “If you can lock yourself in a 

room with books for two years and throw away the key, you can probably make in here.” 

(FPS 14)  

 

3.2 Ragging 

From this it is clear that one should face such a painful situation in his or her school 

life to enter into IIT especially in today’s Indian scenario. Though one made it possible 

after facing such situations, it is not at all easy to survive in IIT Campus around India. Here in 

this novel, the three friends faced such a serious issue in IIT that exist in postmodern era. 

Ragging is really a worst attitude subsist in the student sector especially during early 

postmodern era. In colleges, through which the senior students used to give such root shock, 

when the freshers enter into college life. IIT is not exemption in this serious attitude. Rajesh 

Garg says: 

Ragging has been frequently associated with a broad spectrum of physical, behavioral, 

emotional and social problems among the victims. It independently increases suicide risks. 
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Some of the reasons given by students for ragging are they were also ragged by their seniors; 

sense of superiority. (Garg 263) 

As Garg said, among the reasons behind ragging, one of the chief causes is the feeling 

of superiority. In this novel, on the day when the freshers entered the IIT, group of seniors 

entered into the hostel. Among them a strange looked guy named Baku acted as a leader, who 

called out all the juniors out of their rooms and fall in line, as “You bloody freshers, dozing 

away eh? Rascals, who will give an introduction? Next he says, you bastards, off with your 

clothes” (FPS 3). This is the proof that even prestigious colleges and universities have this 

brutal issue existing behind the scene undoubtedly.  

They were asked to introduce themselves with their name and rank. Suddenly Baku 

forced all the juniors to stripe their cloths. On seeing them, Baku became glad. While 

crossing Alok and Hari, he called them out of the line to tease their balloon-like bellies. To 

tear them up he compelled Alok and Hari to bend down. When they did as he said, Baku 

brought two bottles to humiliate them. Alok and Hari started crying for these harsh and 

strange activities. This kind of attitude in the name of ragging, definitely affect the students’ 

psychology and it may lead them to suicide attempts too. Very recent victim for the issue of 

ragging is Payal Tadvi, an Indian was killed herself by hanging in 2019, after facing 

harassment by three of her seniors at Topiwala National Medical College and BYL Nair 

Hospital. Chetan Bhagat pictures on this kind of youth culture, which dancing in India. It is 

horrible for the growth and development of nation.   

 

3.3 Parents forced Children to Suicide  

 Bhagat presented another important issue in this novel is parents disobey their 

children’s dreams. In Postmodern India, many parents try to kill their children’s dreams, 

aspiration and happiness by imposing their own decisions and dreams on them. Today, 

parents are like kids, who are immature in general, especially in choosing what is good and 

what is not good in their life. There are parents, who target to admit their children in IITs or 

such identical institutions to get higher salary package in their competitive and economical 

era. Though enforcing them to carry their own thoughts, won't make them happy instead it 

will lead for a lifetime discontent.  

In Five Point Someone, in his educational life Prof. Cherian was an excellent student 

with lots of skills. While growing older, his friends have gone to abroad to pursue their 

career, though he locked himself in India to continue to do something to his society. He got 

married and has two children named Sameer and Neha. Actually he was a kind of egoic 

person. He forced his son Sameer to get passed in the IIT entrance examination to occupy a 

seat in IIT. Prof. Cherian’s this attitude is purely because of his ego alone. He thought that 

getting into IIT is prestigious not only to himself but for his ancestral. However, Sameer 

actually aimed to become a lawyer and disliked mathematics. When he attempted the IIT 

entrance examination, he got failed. But Prof. Cherian forced Sameer to it again and again for 

three years. Sameer failed all the times. For Sameer carrying out his father’s dream was 

seemed like a ‘Herculean Task’ in secure a seat in IIT, Delhi. He can't handle the pressure 

and as a result he committed suicide out of his anxiety. Before he committed suicide, he 

wrote a letter to his sister Neha, through which he tells the reason behind his death as: 

I have tried three times to get into IIT, and each time I have disappointed Dad. He cannot get 
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over the fact that his son cannot handle physics, chemistry and maths. I cannot do it Neha, no 

matter how hard I try, no matter how many years I study or how many books I read. I cannot 

get into IIT. And I cannot bear to see Dad’s eyes. He has seen thousands of IIT students in his 

life, and cannot see why his own son cannot make it. Well Neha, he sees the students who 

make it, but he doesn’t see the hundreds of thousands who don’t make it. He has not spoken 

to me for two months. He doesn’t even talk to mom properly because of me. What can I do? 

Keep trying until I die. Or simply die? (FPS 167) 

Bhagat in this novel exposed not only the issue faced by the fictitious character 

Sameer but also the issue faced by thousands of youngsters of Indian society in the 

Postmodern Era. Especially, in the Middle Class and Upper Middle Class families parents are 

forcing their children to enter into IIT however. But, it is the fact that chance of passing in the 

IIT entrance is very low. From this, it is clear that parents are actually ignoring their 

children’s interests and ruin them psychologically. Bhagat shows overburdening situation of 

the students. Today, students are being pressured almost in every college across through the 

continuous assignments, continuous mugging and getting high grade points in the semesters. 

 

3.4 Stress and Overburden 

In an incident, Alok decided to commit suicide as he could not able to carry over the 

burdens like thinking about the  five-points-something  grade  points  and  the  state of his 

family poverty  in  his  home. Suicide is not the answer to all the pressures and problems but 

it ruins the lives of the students and their career. Stress and overburden will lead one to learn 

the habits of smoke, drink, drugs, etc. Here, in the novel, the three friends used to smoke, 

drink due to their stress and overburden. Therefore, Hari says, “smoke is beautiful; weightless 

and shapeless, it almost appears as deceptively powerless as the person releasing it.”             

(FPS 77) 

 

3.5. Voice of the Youth 

From the ancient times, nobody gets anything without facing hardships in the society, 

rules and from the powerful persons. Here, particularly sects of people were suppressed 

incessantly, but some victims rose against such rules and tyrants. In the same way, today the 

youth are frequently detached from the typical Indian society. Simply, they are not motivated 

to raise the voices and gripe against such vicious social issue. Bhagat has depicted the voices 

of the youth segment in the novel, Five Point Someone. Some students in the university 

campus raise their protest against the poor conditions of the education system. Through the 

voice of Hari, Bhagat captured the protest of the students. Here, Hari say, out of his 

observation that the education system in IIT is absolutely worst as it not all triggered the 

students’ psyche to develop their talents, instead it destroy the spirit of the students. 

Secondly, IIT using GPA ranking system to judge the students’ ability, that ruin the 

relationships in the campus. Thirdly, IIT suck the essence of the brightest students’ talents to 

show their magnificence every year. Fourthly, there is no love and care from the professors in 

IIT towards the students. And finally, it serves for its fame and glory and contributes nothing 

to the country to feel proud.  

Hari comments on the education system and GPA ranking system in the end of the 

novel as, “I realized that GPAs make a good student, but not a good person. We judge people 
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here by their GPA” (FPS 261). Even a message by Prof. Cherian also says the same: 

“…believe in yourself, and don’t let a GPA, performance review or promotion in a job define 

you. There is more to life than these things- your family, your friends, your internal desires 

and goals” (FPS 261). 

 

Conclusion 

 Chetan Bhagat, an eminent writer scored a lot among the versatile readers around the 

world especially Indian youth sector by disclosing the very common issues that they are 

facing in the Postmodern Era. This is unavoidable fact that each characters in this novel will 

have a connect with many individual personalities. Though he present such common and 

strong impacted issues through the characters Alok, Hari, Prof. Cherian and Sameer, he 

proved himself a true postmodernist. 
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