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Summary 

      The American war in Iraq and the downfall of the past regime in 2003 created a political 

and security vacuum that resulted in the emergence of sectarian violence in Iraq. Those 

affected by the new political system, particularly the Baathist's and extremist groups, played 

a role in felling and increasing sectarian violence. Their malicious schemes resulted in the 

bombing of the shrine of the Imams Al-Askari (pbuh) year 2006, which caused the 

appearance of killings on the basis of sectarian identity and the targeting of mosques, 

husseiniyyat and churches. The United Nations took a firm stance on sectarian violence, 

conducted a set of procedures. In order to pay all Iraqi parties dialogue and to eschew 

violence. 
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The political and security situation in Iraq, The bombing of the shrine of the Imams Al-

Askari (pbuh), and The international and regional position him to, the United Nations 

position on sectarian violence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YMER || ISSN : 0044-0477

VOLUME 22 : ISSUE 02 (Feb) - 2023

http://ymerdigital.com

Page No:320



 

Introduction 

The uniqueness of the United States of America using force against the former Iraqi regime 

and its overthrow in 2003 without international consensus, a turning point in Iraq's history, 

where Iraq has witnessed a political and security vacuum, as well as the destruction of its 

economic buildings. That situation has adversely contributed to the creation of suitable 

ground for Ba 'atheist and extremist political opposition groups in armed attacks against 

military personnel and civilians in Iraq; political process. 

             The bombing of  of the  shrine of the Imams Al-Askari in 2006 was the most serious 

and sensitive circle of sectarian violence due to the sensitivity of this religious symbol, which 

is respected by the Iraqi people and highly sacred by the Shia community The bombing 

adversely affected the peaceful coexistence of Iraqis and caused reprisals on the basis of the 

sectarian identity; Targeting mosques, husseiniyyat and churches and targeting Arab residents 

in Iraq and the international and regional community has condemned this bombing with 

official and popular statements and statements, The United Nations, through its Secretary-

General and its mission in Iraq, has attempted to hold intensive consultations with various 

Iraqi leaders with different religious, clan and political party affiliations to reduce sectarian 

violence and persuade them to resort to dialogue and absorb popular anger in Iraq. 

          Given the importance of this research and its association with the peaceful coexistence 

of Iraqis and its repercussions on Iraq's regional surroundings, this researcher was motivated 

to address it with research and analysis, especially as he had not studied any historical 

academic study, the aim of which was to focus on the United Nations position on sectarian 

violence and the solutions and actions it had put forward to reduce it.              

      This study consisted of an introduction, three axes and a conclusion, in which the 

researcher dealt with the United Nations position on sectarian violence and the circumstances 

that caused the emergence of sectarian violence, and how the United Nations dealt with it, the 

solutions and procedures it had to reduce it. 

 

-the Al xis/Political and Security Conditions Prepared for the Bombing of theFirst A

(peace be upon them). Askari shrine 

      The year 2006 was one of the most elaborate years in the history of the Iraqi people. It 

included sad events that affected it, Perhaps the most important of them was the bombing of 

the shrine of the Imams Al-Askari incident on 22 February 2006, and the subsequent clashes, 

killings and displacement in both Shia and Sunni areas, not the secret that Imam Ali bin 

Mohammed al-Hadi (p) (1). Imam Al-Hassan Ben Ali Al-Askari (p) (2) is a Muslim imam and 

holds a special place for them, especially in the Shia community, which believes in their 

resurrection and is one of the twelve pillars before them. Religious symbolism has made this 

event take on political and societal dimensions. 

     In fact, the United Nations Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) recognized the seriousness of this 

terrorist bombing and tried to play a role in containing its implications for the political 

process and for Iraqi society by encouraging the renunciation of sectarian violence and 

advocating unity among Iraqis, as well as contributing to the operations of its the Holy Shrine 

of Al-Askariyain (P) (3). 
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      The bombing of the contractors was the result of Iraq's political circumstances following 

the referendum on the Constitution. and the resulting holding of Iraq's first constitutional 

elections on 15 December 2005, Electoral lists such as Sunni, Shi 'a, Kurd and Iraqi 

minorities participated. Although Sunni Arabs gained more seats than in previous elections,   

However, it objected to the credibility of the elections and submitted complaints to the High 

Electoral Commission and demanded an international investigation into the fraud of ballot 

papers that called for intervention by the United Nations Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) in 

cooperation with the High Electoral Commission, from which it formed a team and staff from 

the League of Arab States to investigate appeals in elections during the period of time (1-18 

Kanon II 2006) and came out with the result that the elections met international standards, so 

the High Electoral Commission announced its final result in 10 2006 (4), where the list of the 

unified Iraqi coalition won by 128 seats, the Kurdistan Alliance's list of 53 seats, while Sunni 

Arabs participated after a long break in the elections with a list (Iraqi Consensus) (5), as well 

as the National Front for National Dialogue (FNDR) list with 11 seats and the Iraqi National 

List headed by Ayad Allawi (25) seats, Kurdistan Islamic Union (5) seats, reconciliation and 

liberation bloc (3) seats, and lists of Yazidi and Turkmen minorities each received one seat 
(6). The United Nations' involvement of staff from the Arab League appears to be an attempt 

to reassure Sunni Arabs, who trust the Arab League more than the Iraqi High Electoral 

Commission, and to grant the elections admissibility to Arab States. 

      The post-election phase was a difficult one as political difference began to emerge. The 

selection of the candidate for the formation of the Iraqi government has become the subject of 

debate and intense disagreement between the Shiite, Kurdish and Sunni forces over the 

character of Ibrahim Ja 'afari, who was the subject of controversy, especially the Kurds who 

opposed the renewal of his mandate. The latter had positions in opposition to Kurd(7), as well 

as the desire of all political leaders, including Sunni Arabs, to participate in political decision-

making rather than in accordance with the parliamentary majority. In fact, these differences 

contributed to delaying the formation of the Government, and allowed for international 

interventions to intervene in its formation(8).            

      Iraq's volatile political situation and continued security deterioration (9), Contributed to 

the increase in terrorist operations and the spread of armed manifestations in Iraqi cities As a 

result, the targeting of Iraqi civilians and security personnel as well as houses of worship 

from churches, mosques, Hasaniyat and in a national statistic reported that in December 2005 

the number of bodies at the Institute of Forensic Medicine in Baghdad reached 787 (10).      

                                                       

The second axis / the bombing of the shrine of the Imams Al-Askari and the 

international and regional position 

      Under these circumstances, the bombing occurred in 22 February 2006, which was a 

shock to Iraqi society and a precedent in its contemporary history. And there was an 

emotional reaction and public anger that left its repercussions on Iraq locally, regionally and 

internationally, This bombing occurred on the morning of Wednesday 23 campus 1427 AH 

corresponding to 22 February 2006 The shrine broke into people dressed in inner commando 

uniforms, documented the patrol guard, and mined the underneath the Golden Dome with two 

explosive devices (11) TNT  (12) weigh (215 kg) of ground-based rocket fillings from the 

previous Iraqi regime's warehouses. The blast took ten hours to complete, and they used 
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transmitters and timers to detonate, they made holes in the walls of the shrine, and the golden 

dome above the shrine was the largest golden dome at the time. (20) m, Qatar (25.20) m 

contains (70) thousand pieces of gold. According to the crime, the blast was intended to settle 

the lump with land, But God's will failed this scheme and damage was limited to the dome of 

the shrine, which was damaged by 70% (13), the Iraqi Government, in the words of National 

Security Adviser Mufaq al-Rabaee (14), accused al-Qa 'idah of standing behind the terrorist 

operation and arrested seven Iraqi and four Saudi and Tunisian individuals (15), the 

investigations carried out by the Iraqi Government were confirmed, as stated by Minister of 

the Interior Baqer Saulagh Zubaidi (16),  who visited the site of the explosion on the same 

day confirmed that some Service of the Holy Shrine of al-Askariyain (p) They cooperated 

with the terrorists and closed the shrine on the night of 22 officers until the morning of 

visitors to help the terrorists to complete the booby-trapping of the place (17). In fact, it is the 

responsibility of the Sunni Moratorium who administered the frontline and rejected any 

attempts to transform it into the Shia moratorium (18).  

      The incident was condemned internationally, regionally, locally and internationally The 

United Nations condemned the crime, denouncing United Nations Secretary-General Kofi 

Annan and appealing to all communities of the Iraqi people to observe the utmost restraint in 

the face of such provocative acts, He also called on Iraq's political and religious leaders to 

calm the situation. And to ensure protection and respect for places of worship, while 

Description of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq Ashraf Jehangir 

Qazi Ma 'qal as The Security Council, in a press release on 22 June 2006, condemned an 

attempt to provoke sectarianism among Iraqis, called for calm and restraint, urged Iraqi 

leaders to expedite the formation of the Iraqi government, and also condemned White House 

spokesman Scott McMillan. The White House(Scott McMillan) spokesman also condemned 

the incident as evidence that terrorists did not differentiate communities in their actions, 

while US Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzadeh, along with General George W. Casey, described 

The commander of the multinational forces in Iraq, as a crime against (21)  the incident. 

humanity, and that the United States of America will participate in the reconstruction of the 

The British Government condemned the bombing and promised it shameful  (22)two shrines 

action to provoke sectarianism, and the French Foreign Office issued a statement denouncing 

the incident, calling for unity between Iraqis and condemned by the Governments of Jordan, 

Governments, s well as Syria, the Emirates, Egypt and other Arab A (23)Kuwait and Lebanon. 

Arab Islamic figures denounced by the Secretary-General of the Muslim Brotherhood, 

described the incident as a political crime and  (25)Khamenei -Al (24)Mohammed Mahdi Akaf 

accused the occupation authorities and Israel of orchestrating it. The President of the 

Republic, Jalal Talabani, and the Head of Government, Ibrahim Ja 'afari, and the National 

Security Adviser, Mufaq al-Rabi' i, condemned the internal positions. Mr. Abdelaziz al-

Sistani issued a -Mr. Ali Al, (26)Dalimi, condemned the crime -Hakim, as well as Adnan al

statement on the occasion condemning the incident, calling for seven days to be mourned and 

peacefully demonstrated in denunciation of the crime, the Government's responsibility and, in 

, Sheikh (28)Hakim -Sayyid al-Al, (27)do so) case of incapacity (believers are able to 

Sistani's -at Mr. Ali al (30)Najafi -and Sheikh Bashir al (29)Fayyad -Mohammed Yitzhak al

house to discuss the consequences of the crime(31). Sid Muqtada al-Sadr, leader of the Sadr 

movement, also denounced it and called for unity among Iraqis and three days of mourning 
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(32). This terrorist crime had serious repercussions on the internal situation, resulting in 

identity killings in the mixed Iraqi cities of Baghdad, Babylon and Diyala, carried out by 

, the (33)of Shia and Sunni, in which at least 300 Iraqis were killed per month armed groups 

report of the United Nations Mission in Iraq stated that sectarian actions targeted areas 

inhabited by Sunni Arabs and Arab citizens residing in Iraq who were accused of supporting 

Table 2:                                                                                       (34)terrorists 

  Table No. (2) shows Iraqi Arab and minority deaths and the number of displaced 
(35) persons after Samarra's 2006 bombings 

Number of displaced minorities killed 

 

dead Iraqi 

Arabs 

Month 

Arab 

residents 

 

Iraqis 

150 Christian Families 34   249 February  

14,842 of them 900 Shia 

families, 400 Christian 

families, 370 Sunni families     

                          

 4 2299 March-April 

150,000, including 3,140 

Shabak families and 400 

Kurdish families 

4 41 14338 May - June 

200,000 Iraqis, of whom 

50,000 immigrated to 

Kurdistan 

  6599 July-August 

 

      The table shows an increase in the death toll from 249 in February to 6,599 in July and 

August 2006, accompanied by large exodus operations that exceeded the number of killings. 

In February, 150 Christian families fled Baghdad, rising to 200,000, some of whom fled to 

Kurdistan in July and August. While the displacement of Shiite families in the Sunni regions, 

such as Anbar, to the central and southern regions, and vice versa, has become common The 

displacement rate reached 40%, followed by Diyala governorate 10%, and then Nineveh 

8.4%, as these areas were known for their multi-social fabric (36).                                                     

     This sectarian violence has contributed to creating a demographic change in the nature of 

these many regions, and has created new regions that are almost devoid of their original 

inhabitants and confined to one component, for example the capital Baghdad, the side of 

Rusafa has turned into a Shiite region almost with the exception of Adhamiya, while al-

Karkh region has almost turned into a Sunni one (37), and in fact, some clerics and political 

leaders have contributed to the increase in violence through their political statements in 

which they attacked their opponents. Adnan al-Dalimi, head of the Iraqi Consensus List, 

described a demographic change in Baghdad's construction (38), and the matter did not differ 

with the reports of senior American and British officials who viewed the Iraqi with great 

pessimism, as General John Abizaid, the head of the US Central Command (39) warned In a 
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congressional hearing in 2006, the risk of Iraq sliding into civil war, and in a report by the 

director of the Lexington Institute (Lauren Thomson) warned the US government of the 

dangers Its continued presence in Iraq in the event of continuation of sectarian violence, as 

the British ambassador to Iraq, William Patey , warned in a secret memorandum addressed to 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair of the possibility of dividing Iraq ; As a result of the civil 

war (40). 

      Not only were some of the positions of Arab countries such as Jordan and Egypt biased in 

favor of the Sunni component and attacked Shi 'a. For example, King Abdullah II of Jordan 

stated that Iran wanted to establish (Islamic Republic of Iraq)(41) , while Mohammad Hosni 

Mubarak(42) stated that Shi'a did not possess a national sense and tended to Iran(43). This 

attitude seems to have been the result of these States' feeling that sectarian violence has 

contributed to Shia supremacy and the tendency of the cuff to them. and those statements 

seem to reflect the desire of Arab leaders to ensure that Iraq does not fall into Iran's influence, 

However, these statements underestimated the authenticity and Arabism of the Iraqi people 

and made their Governments a guardian of the Iraqi people, an approach Iraq has suffered 

greatly after 2003. 

      Despite its disadvantages to the Iraqi people, the sectarian violence contributed to the 

decline in al-Qa 'idah terrorist influence led by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi's, whose threat in Iraq 

was officially acknowledged by the United States following the killing of its leader by an 

airstrike (44). It can be said that the erosion of the organization's influence as a result of its loss 

of important areas of Iraq, particularly after the imposition of the Al-Mahdi Army (45) in the 

capital Baghdad and its transformation into a controlling force (46), forced the organization to 

refrain from Sunni areas that were negatively affected by its practices and rebelled against it, 

losing its influential role and becoming marginal; After the formation of the United States of 

America Dishes (47). 

 

Third Axis/UN Position on Sectarian Violence in Iraq 

      The United Nations, in the words of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, in an effort to 

contain sectarian violence, urged Iraqi political and religious leaders to contain the situation 

and prevent an increase in sectarian tension, and persuaded them to form the Iraqi 

government as a basic step in addressing the deteriorating security situation, and to activate 

the Arab League initiative for national reconciliation, but The turbulent political situation 

prompted the Arab League to postpone it (48), and it fell to the representative of the Secretary-

General of the United Nations, Ashraf Qazi, the task of making contacts with the preparatory 

committee for the Arab League to re-implement that initiative. What is remarkable about 

these contacts is that they were not selective, but even included some of those who are 

considered opponents. The political process (49), and his meetings also with figures with 

popular influence, where he met Sayyid Ali al-Sistani on April 19 2006, and discussed with 

him ways to calm the Iraqi street and form the Iraqi government. He also met Sayyid 

Muhammad Saeed al-Hakim and Sayyid Muqtada al-Sadr and discussed with them the 

current political and security developments (50) . It seems that the United Nations was aware 

that the keys to the solution are in the hands of the Shiite clergy, so it tried to take advantage 

of that to put pressure on the Shiite political leaders to show flexibility in their positions in 

order to speed up their formation. 
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         The United Nations paid great attention to the aforementioned Arab League initiative, 

so the UN representative, Ashraf Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, intensified his contacts with the 

Preparatory Committee and with the Iraqi government headed by Ibrahim Al-Jaafari, to 

reactivate it again (51). The UN Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Ibrahim 

Gambari, and the UN representative, Ashraf Qazi, participated in a meeting The Arab 

Summit, on the special recommendation of the Secretary-General of the United Nations Kofi 

Annan, who identified the participation of the United Nations to achieve two issues: 

integrating Iraq into the Arab world more broadly, and activating the National Reconciliation 

Initiative of 2005 (52). 

      The Arab Summit meeting held between (28-29 March) 2006 in Khartoum confirmed in 

its closing statement the condemnation of the bombing of the shrine of the two imams, 

mosques and other places of worship, and support for the initiative of national reconciliation 

of the Arab League (53). The Arab League mission headed by Mukhtar Lamani visited 

Baghdad on April 19, 2006, and met with the President of the Republic, the Prime Minister 

and the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and opened an office in Iraq (54). 

      In fact, the efforts of the United Nations internally and externally forced the Iraqi political 

parties, after months of intense political differences, to sit down to negotiate and resolve the 

crisis of forming the government by replacing Al-Jaafari with Nuri al-Maliki as president 

(55), so the latter formed his government on May 20, 2006, and the United Nations welcomed 

this achievement in a presidential statement issued on behalf of the UN Security Council on 

the same day and urged the Iraqi government to achieve national reconciliation (56), by 

involving all Iraqis, laying down their arms and participating in the political process (57). It 

seems that the UN Security Council has defined the tasks of the Iraqi government to achieve 

national reconciliation, and made it a priority in the tasks of the government of Nuri al-

Maliki, and this is what made the latter publicly adopt this project, as Nuri al-Maliki launched 

the National Reconciliation Initiative on June 25, 2006 consisting of 24 articles, the most 

important of which is the declaration of a conditional amnesty, and the release of detainees, 

and the provision of assistance to areas exposed to violence, and the solution to the problem 

of militias(58) ,Opening a dialogue with forces that are not affiliated with the political 

process, activating the Arab League initiative in coordination with the United Nations, and 

adopting various mechanisms, the most important of which is the formation of a supreme 

body under the name ((The National Commission for the National Reconciliation and 

National Dialogue Project)) from representatives of the three authorities and the Ministry of 

State for National Dialogue Affairs (59), The winning lists in Parliament, representatives of 

independent personalities, clans and religious references, the formation of sub-committees for 

national reconciliation in the provinces, and the holding of conferences for various social 

segments of religious, clan and others, in order to prohibit the shedding of Iraqi blood and 

encourage national reconciliation, and the initiative received a great response from political 

figures An Iraqi, where Adnan al-Dulaimi considered the initiative an opportunity for the 

militants to engage in the political process, and Azza al-Shabandar (a member of the Iraqi 

List) described it as a first step to correct the mistakes of the past While Bahaa Al-Araji 

rejected it for the Sadrist movement and demanded that the reconciliation be limited to the 

parliament due to the inappropriate political conditions in terms of security., and opposed 

dialogue with the militants being Participating in the killing of the Iraqi people (60), and the 
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representative of the United Nations in Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, welcomed it and considered it a 

step towards achieving dialogue and peace among Iraqis. He also reaffirmed the commitment 

of the United Nations to assist Iraq in implementing its commitments to achieve national 

reconciliation (61). 

      Iraq's neighboring countries showed responsiveness towards the Iraqi government's 

national reconciliation project, so they held a ministerial conference in Iran during the period 

(8-9 July) 2006, and it was attended by the foreign ministers of Jordan, Turkey, Syria, Iraq, 

Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Egypt, and the representative of the United Nations. In Iraq, 

the Secretary-General of the Arab League and the Secretary-General of the Organization of 

the Islamic Conference, and the conference confirmed in its closing statement its support for 

Nuri al-Maliki’s initiative for national reconciliation, and they rejected the acts of violence in 

Iraq that were taking place in Iraq (62), so the Conference of Neighboring Countries in 

Tehran was the gateway to the National Accord Conference Which was set up by the 

Preparatory Committee of the Arab League in Cairo during the period (25-27 July) 2006, 

which was attended by the representative of the United Nations at the invitation of the Arab 

League, and its final statement stressed the need for a real and comprehensive reconciliation 

in Iraq, and put an end to the security, sectarian and national deterioration in Iraq, And 

reviewing the Iraqi constitution, especially the controversial articles that represented a threat 

to national unity, and launching a campaign to rebuild mosques, hussainiyas, and the rest of 

the places of worship for minorities, and preventing religious platforms from exploiting 

antiquities On August 1, 2006, the Preparatory Committee sent a copy of its statement to the 

UN Security Council to be an international document(63). 

      It can be said that the United Nations, through its initiative to contain sectarian violence 

in Iraq, was insisting on linking the solution to the neighbouring countries, especially the 

Arab ones. They are trying to marginalize them with the help of their ally, Iran (64), and this 

created a state of political estrangement between the ruling political system in Iraq and its 

regional surroundings. This fact was indicated by Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari in a 

statement to him that the Arab regional environment would not have preferred to help Iraq, 

but rather was satisfied with ((anticipation and waiting for what happens In Iraq)) (65), and 

therefore the United Nations focused its efforts on the regional environment and trying to find 

common ground and contact between the Iraqi political system and the Arab environment and 

redraw the negative image of Iraq, but the problem in Iraq was that the political differences 

between the Iraqi leaders are great, as Massoud Barzani announced On September 1, 2006, 

the opposition raised the flag of Iraq in the region and replaced it With the knowledge of Iraq 

in 1958, this generated an internal political crisis for the Iraqi government (66). It seems that 

this crisis was deliberate, as it came after the start of consultations to amend the constitution 

based on the recommendations of the National Accord Conference. The contentious issues 

were the essence, which affected the gains of the Kurds, which they obtained in the 

constitution, and therefore The Secretary-General of the United Nations, Kofi Annan, 

hastened to call the parliament to postpone it for a whole year and to focus on national 

reconciliation efforts (67). 

      In continuation of the national reconciliation initiatives, a conference was held in Mecca 

on October 20, 2006 for Iraqi Shiite and Sunni Muslim clerics under the auspices of the 

Organization of the Islamic Conference. The Islamic Supreme Council and others, while none 
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of the references of Najaf banned it, and contented themselves with supporting the initiative, 

and confirmed in its closing statement that it focused on the sanctity of Iraqi blood, and that 

the Muslim who witnessed the two testimonies includes Shiites and Sunnis and rejected the 

fatwas of takfir, and the sanctity of places of worship, whether they are mosques or 

Husseiniyas and others From places of worship (68), And despite the intensification of 

regional initiatives and the efforts of the Iraqi government to hold reconciliation conferences 

in Iraq, as happened in the National Reconciliation Conference on October 28, 2006 under 

the auspices of Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, and the participation of a number of Iraqi 

ministers and political figures who emphasized the expansion of participation the political 

forces of all the national forces in the government, disbanding the militias, laying down their 

arms, and unifying the political discourse, but these internal and external conferences did not 

come to fruition. Its fruits continued, so the political differences continued, and sectarian 

violence continued with it (69), and some political forces changed their positions in support 

of the government, as the Iraqi Accordance List threatened to withdraw from the Iraqi 

government on the eighth of November 2006, accusing the prime minister of being the only 

one in making the political decision (70), The weak capacity of the Iraqi military and security 

establishment contributed to the deterioration of the security situation and the continuation of 

sectarian violence, as 202 people were killed and dozens injured in one month in Sadr City, 

as a result of terrorist car and mortar bombings (71). 

      In the light of the foregoing, the results of the reconciliation efforts were limited (72), so it 

was necessary to address the root of the sectarian problem through the reconstruction of the 

shrine of the Two Askari Imams (pbuh), which the United Nations representative, Ashraf 

Qazi, considered a very important issue, since the two shrines have symbolism in the hearts 

of the general Muslims, as It is necessary in order to activate national reconciliation, so the 

latter hastened to meet with the Iraqi Minister of Planning, Barham Salih And the head of the 

Shiite endowment office, Saleh al-Haidari, and the head of the Sunni endowment office, 

Ahmed Abdul Ghafour al-Samarrai, and representatives of UNESCO, the European Union, 

Austria, the Netherlands, Denmark, Canada, Italy, Britain, the United States of America, 

Turkey, and the World Bank, to discuss ways of their lives, with the support of the 

Development Fund for Iraq, and with technical assistance from UNESCO (73), The Minister 

of Construction and Housing, Muhammad Jassem Jaafar, formed two committees, the first to 

supervise the process of maintaining the monuments of the two Al-Askari shrines (p), and the 

second committee to assess the extent of damage resulting from the destruction of the  shrine 

of the Imams Al-Askari (p), and the latter mentioned in his press conference that the process 

of their reconstruction will be carried out within five years in five stages, provided that stable 

security conditions are available, in coordination with UNESCO (74). UNESCO signed an 

agreement with Iraq on June 26, 2007 (75) marking the start of the process of rebuilding Al-

Askari shrines imams (PBUH). UNESCO identified the first phase as a period of 10 months, 

with a budget estimated at (b). (8.4) million dollars, the Deposit Fund for Iraq of the United 

Nations Development Group contributed with an amount of (5.4) million dollars for this task, 

while the Iraqi government contributed with an amount of (3) million N dollars (76). 

      The Turkish company (Yukilim) was assigned the task of reconstructing the two the Al-

Askari shrines (PBUH) commissioned by UNESCO and the Iraqi government, and the Iraqi 

government formed three regiments to protect the area from terrorist threats and to facilitate 
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the work of the executing company (77), and due to the delay of the work of the Turkish 

company and its failure to make any progress in the work Its contract was terminated, and the 

((Technical Committee for the Reconstruction of the Honorable Military Kindergarten)) 

consisting of the General Secretariat of the Council of Ministers, the Ministry of Tourism and 

Antiquities, the Ministry of Housing and Construction, the Shiite Endowment Office, the 

Sunni Endowment Office, took over on April 9, 2008, which completed its first stages on 

March 30, 2009, when it was completed The main construction of the two shrines of the two 

minarets and the dome and its appurtenances was carried out by Iraqi engineering cadres only 

as a first stage (78), while the gilding and wrapping operations were completed as a second 

stage (79). The process of restoring the shrines in its two stages cost about (200) million 

dollars (80). It seems that the turbulent political situation cannot be separated On the economic 

situation in Iraq, as the Iraqi government was obligated to pay the international compensation 

imposed on it. 

 

Conclusion 

      It turned out that the occupation of Iraq in 2003 was the main reason for preparing the 

appropriate ground for the occurrence of sectarian violence in Iraq, through the security chaos 

that they created, and the emergence of terrorist and armed groups in Iraq, which filled this 

void with their extremist ideas and took control of many Iraqi cities, so the bombing of the  

shrine of the Imams Al-Askari were the result inevitably to control.  

      It also appeared that the United Nations found sectarian violence a threat to its political 

projects based on creating democratic rule in Iraq through parliamentary elections and the 

drafting of the permanent constitution in 2005. Therefore, the United Nations, through the 

Secretary-General and its mission in Iraq, made unremitting efforts to establish a national 

dialogue between Iraqi leaders in various Their religious, clan, ethnic, and partisan political 

orientations, pressure on Iraqi political parties to find a national government based on 

national partnership among Iraqis, reject exclusion and political marginalization, and put 

forward initiatives for national dialogue, the most important of which was the national 

reconciliation initiative in 2006, which came under strong pressure from the UN Security 

Council, and these efforts contributed In reducing sectarian violence and combating the 

proliferation of weapons in Iraqi cities. 

      The researcher found that the United Nations Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) has faced great 

obstacles in its work in Iraq, the most important of which is sectarian violence. And the 

difficulty of dealing with the Iraqi political leaders, and the security chaos caused by the 

occupying power after dissolving the Iraqi army without any alternative. Despite these 

difficulties, the United Nations was able to deal with sectarian violence in a sophisticated 

manner without being a party to it, and persuaded all Iraqi parties to arbitrate the language of 

reason and prevent inflaming the Iraqi street, and push Iraq's neighboring countries to 

contribute to reducing sectarian violence in Iraq, In addition to its efforts to persuade member 

states In the Security Council, with its ability to address and resolve the Iraqi crisis by 

diplomatic means, away from the use of force, which contributed to increasing the confidence 

of the international community in it and giving it greater powers and tasks commensurate 

with its achievements. 
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